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Post 16 Applications — Frequently Asked Questions

It is compulsory for young people aged 16-18 to stay in education or training. This can include full-time
education at a school or college, or you can do an apprenticeship which will involve a mix of working
and studying.

We have compiled this list of frequently asked questions to help you to understand the process of
applying for your next steps.

It's important at this stage that you do some research into what you would like to do by attending
School and College Open Events — these events are the best way to find out the answers to any other
guestions you may have, such as what subjects you can study, where they can lead and to get an
understanding of the differences between institutions.

We have compiled a list of local and previously popular schools and colleges with the dates of their
open days.

e Do I have to apply to WLFS Sixth Form?

Yes, if you want to stay at WLFS then you must make an application. This happens at the beginning of
Year 11. The application form for WLFS will be published on the website after the open evenings, there
are normally two open evening just before the Michaelmas half term break. We also strongly encourage
you to have a back up option even if you know you want to stay at WLFS for A-levels.

e Do | automatically get a place at WLFS Sixth Form?

You will need to meet the entry requirements, but if you do then you will get a place. 64% of pupils in
2024 met the full grade requirements and nearly all of those pupils took up a place at WLFS Sixth Form.
WLFS Sixth Form ends up being made up of approximately 60% internal candidates and 40% external
candidates who join from other schools.

» How many schools/colleges/apprenticeships can | apply for?
You can apply to as many schools and colleges as you want - there is no limit.

Many Y11 pupils end up with offers of places at multiple sixth forms/colleges. You do not need to
decide which place you will take up until you get your GCSE results.


https://www.wlfs-sixthform.org/docs/Post-16-Institutions.pdf
https://www.wlfs-sixthform.org/Entry-Requirements/

e When and how do | apply for sixth forms or colleges?

Every institution is different, however most Open Days for schools and colleges happen in
October/November and application deadlines are around the Christmas holidays. You should aim to
have a good idea of what your intended destination is (with a good back option too) by the January of
Y11.

e What do | need to do to apply for another sixth form or college?

Every institution has its own admissions process.

You will normally be able to get information about the admissions process on the open day or evening
you attend and most application forms can be found on the school or college website.

Some schools may have exams of their own you have to sit before they will offer a place. You might
need to attend an interview; it's completely dependent on the individual institution.

e How many people leave WLFS after Y11?
In most years between 30% - 40% of Y11 pupils choose to leave WLFS.

o I really want to stay at WLFS but | am not sure | can meet the entry requirements, do | have to
leave?

If you don't get the results you need to take up a place at WLFS then you will not be able attend WLFS
Sixth Form.

We strongly urge you to think about the right place for you and if you are struggling to get the grades
for Sixth Form, then it's highly likely that A-levels at WLFS will not be the right option for you — but there
are many different options to suit different types of learners.

Unlike the lower school, WLFS Sixth Form has quite high entry requirements as we offer only A-levels
and no vocational subjects. There are some excellent Sixth Forms and colleges in Hammersmith and
Fulham and in surrounding boroughs so it's good to be as open minded as you can.

We always have some Y11 pupils who didn't think they would make the grades but who work hard and
meet the requirements. Some pupils make the grades but choose another options as it is more suited
to their strengths and aspirations. Finding the place that is right for you involves some research and
exploration on your behalf. We want to help you to do that so do ask your teachers for help and advice.

What we do ask of you is that whatever your aspiration you also make sure you make a back-up plan
and keep your options open.

e What sort of places have Y11 students gone on to study at?

We are lucky to have a lot of options of alternative places to study after GCSEs nearby. The most
popular options for pupils who want to do A-levels are: Hammersmith Academy, Chiswick School and
William Morris Sixth Form but pupils also go to City of Westminster College, West London College, St.
Charles Catholic Sixth Form, Ark Putney and Fulham Cross Academy. There are also always a few
pupils who chose to go to specialist institutions such as the Kings Maths School, the Fashion Retail
Academy, London Screen Academy (film) or Morley College (art).



e Ifl gotoacollege, rather than a school, can I still go to University?

Yes, most colleges offer A-levels which are the normal qualifications that Universities require. But even
if you chose to do a different course type, if it is a Level 3 course (A-levels are Level 3), such as a BTEC
or T-Level, then it could still give you UCAS tariff points which allow you to apply for University.

e Ifldon't do A-levels can I still go to University?

Yes. It's important to remember when looking at your options that A-levels are not the only route to
university.

Most universities in the UK, including Russell Group universities, will accept applicants with BTEC Level
3 Extended Diplomas or T Levels. This is due to the fact that they are considered equivalent to 2 regular
A-Levels.

Oxford and Cambridge are the only exception to this. However, they may accept pupils who have
completed BTECs or T Levels on to their Foundation courses.

Universities set their own entry requirements, so you need to look at each individual institution and
course to find out the courses and grades they accept.

o Whatdo |l doif |l don't want to do A-levels?

The main alternatives to studying A-levels are studying for either a BTEC or a T-Level courses — there
are schools which offer these options (such as Hammersmith Academy, Chiswick and Ada Lovelace)
and also Further Education colleges (like West London College).

Courses will vary in how academic they are but are generally more vocational and assessed
continuously rather than with major exams at the end of the course (like with A-levels).

Continuous assessment might be much better suited to you, so consider your options carefully.

You could also leave school and take up an apprenticeship. Sourcing an apprenticeship is like searching
for a job and the best place to find out about apprenticeship vacancies is on the Government ‘Find An
Apprenticeship” website. At Post-16 you would normally do an ‘Advanced level’ apprenticeship (Level
3).

The best way to find out about alternatives to doing A-levels is to visit the colleges or institutions and
speak to the staff.

e What are BTECs and T-Levels?

T-levels standing for Technical Qualifications are a fairly new technical qualification and are seen as an
A-level equivalent and studied by students after their GCSEs. T-levels have two different sections:
classroom learning and on the job experience for 45 days.

BTECs are available at Level 2 (equivalent to GCSEs), or Level 3 (equivalent to A-levels). Whereas A-
levels are assessed mainly through exams at the end of Year 13, BTECs are assessed via regular
coursework and projects throughout the course.

If you're thinking about going to University later it's a good idea to check with the university directly to
see about their BTEC entry criteria.


https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch

e What is an apprenticeship?

An apprenticeship is a paid job where you gain valuable on-the-job experience. Around 20% of your time
will be spent learning off the job in the classroom, and on shadowing and industry visits.

There are different levels of apprenticeship. The ones most relevant post-16 are Intermediate Level 2
(which is the equivalent to GCSE level) and Advanced Level 3 (the equivalent to A levels).

The benefits to completing an apprenticeship include obtaining a nationally recognised qualification,
employee benefits and a wage and obtaining relevant work experience and developing skills.

e What happens if | don't get the results | need on results day?

By GCSE results day you will know what course you want to take up. We make sure that every pupil has
a realistic ‘conditional offer’ (an offer which holds as long as you receive the grades required).

If you don't get the results you need we will be there to support you and help you find an alternative
option. Local colleges and sixth forms will also enrol pupils on GCSE results day itself and have staff
available to help on the day.

e The application form is asking for my predicted grades - what should | put in?

When you come to apply for Post-16 options in Y11, you might be asked to give your predicted grades
for application forms. You will use your end of Y10 exam results for these, and your Head of Year will
also use these results if they are asked to give you a reference — which they often are.

e What is the difference between Level 2 and Level 3?

The two most popular Level 2 qualifications are GCSE grades 4-9 and Level 2 BTECs.

There is more of a choice of what you can go on to study at Level 3. Level 3 qualifications are A-levels,
T-levels and Advanced Apprenticeships. Another option is to take a BTEC Level 3 Diploma which is
broadly the equivalent of 2 to 3 A-levels.

e Whatifldon't get a4 in Maths ora 4 in English?

There will still be lots of options open to you to retake these subjects. The government has now made
it a requirement that a young person who hasn't yet achieved a grade 4 (old grade C) or above in Maths
and English Language will need to continue to do them, as part of whatever course or training they do,
until they are 18.

Many colleges and some schools will support you in retaking Maths and English if you do not get a
grade 4. You would do this alongside the course you've applied for.

Unfortunately, we can't offer retakes at WLFS Sixth From and we also require A-level candidates to
achieve a grade 5 in Maths and a grade 5 in English.

e Ifldon't get the grades to go to WLFS Sixth Form can | retake my GCSEs and join Year 12 later
in the year.

If you don't get the grades you need for WLFS Sixth Form it is not possible to re-apply, but there will be
lots of other Further Education options that will be open to you. It is possible to retake English and
Maths and sometimes Science at another college or Sixth Form.

If you want to retake other subjects you will have to wait for November or for the next summer series
to retake and make your own private arrangements to do so.



o If 1 am offered places at multiple Sixth Forms, when do | need to decide where | will go?

You won't need to make a final decision on where you want to study until GCSE results day. You can

have offers from several colleges and Sixth Forms until then and then once you get your grades you
make your decision and then enrol at one institution.

e Will | have to pay?

Further Education - that's education aged from 16-18 years — is free and funded by the government.
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